Localisation of the first-order neurone of the jaw opening reflex elicited by periodontal stimulation.
The localisation of the first-order neurone of the jaw-opening reflex (JOR), provoked by periodontal stimulation, was investigated in the rat. A section of the mandibular part of the trigeminal ganglion was carried out without impairing the motor root. It suppressed the reflex triggered by the stimulation of the lower incisor. Bilateral destruction of the mesencephalic nucleus and tract does not modify the JOR. These results suggest that the first-order neurone of the reflex is located in the trigeminal ganglion.